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57 ABSTRACT

A semiconductor device includes a code generation block
configured to generate an output clock by delaying a refer-
ence clock which is inputted from an exterior, control a delay
value of the output clock based on a result of comparing
phases of the reference clock and a feedback clock, and
generate a first control code corresponding to the delay value
of the output clock, a voltage generation block configured to
generate an internal voltage with a voltage level correspond-
ing to the first control code, a clock generation block config-
ured to generate an internal clock with a frequency corre-
sponding to the first control code, and a feedback delay block
configured to generate the feedback clock by delaying the
output clock by a delay value corresponding to a second
control code.

25 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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SEMICONDUCTOR DEVICE,
SEMICONDUCTOR SYSTEM AND METHOD
FOR OPERATING SEMICONDUCTOR
DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims priority of Korean Patent
Application No. 10-2014-0059618, filed on May 19, 2014,
which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

This patent document relates to a semiconductor device, a
semiconductor system, and a method for operating the semi-
conductor device.

2. Description of the Related Art

A system-on-chip (SoC) is a technology that incorporates
various function blocks such as a CPU (central processing
unit), a memory, an interface, a digital signal processing
circuit and an analog signal processing circuit in one semi-
conductor integrated circuit. Application examples of SoCs
include computer systems, electronic systems, and integrated
circuits (IC) fabricated for various electronic devices.

The SoC is being developed with more complicated sys-
tems by absorbing various functions associated with proces-
sors, multimedia, graphics, interfaces and security. If the SoC
technology is developed, the space occupied by chips on a
circuit board may be reduced. Therefore the size of a product
may be scaled down remarkably and noise generated by col-
lisions in networking among chips that otherwise would be
separately mounted may be eliminated. Also, power con-
sumption for signal transmission between separated chips
may be avoided and the fabrication cost may be reduced.

Such SoCs are being used in information communication
devices and various other electronic devices and, recently,
they have been applied to portable devices such as smart
phones and tablet PCs. In portable devices that use batteries,
power consumption is battery leading factor in determining
battery life. Therefore it is important to minimize power
consumption while still delivering a chip with the perfor-
mance that is demanded. Since performance (processing
speed) and power consumption have a trade-oft relationship
in semiconductor circuits, it is important to appropriately
retain the balance between performance and power consump-
tion, based on the particular application.

One of technologies that is being researched to satisfy both
requirements of performance optimization and minimization
of power consumption for an SoC is DVFS (dynamic voltage
frequency scaling) technology. The DVFES technology con-
trols the frequency and voltage of a semiconductor circuit. As
the clock signal frequency in a semiconductor circuit
increases in conjunction with a high voltage power supply, the
operation speed of the semiconductor circuit increases and
power consumption increases as well. Conversely, as the
clock signal frequency decreases and the voltage level and the
power supply voltage is lowered, the operation speed of the
semiconductor circuit decreases and power consumption
decreases as well.

SUMMARY

Various embodiments are directed to a semiconductor
device that may determine its operation speed and stably
retain factors (such as operation voltage and operation fre-
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2

quency) that determine the operation speed regardless of
changes in the operation circumstances thereof, and a semi-
conductor system and an operation method for the semicon-
ductor device.

Also, various embodiments are directed to a semiconduc-
tor device that may secure a high operation speed and mini-
mize power consumption by optimizing the operation speed
thereof, and a semiconductor system and an operation method
for the semiconductor device.

In an embodiment, a semiconductor device may include a
code generation block suitable for generating an output clock
by delaying a reference clock which is inputted from an
exterior, controlling a delay value of the output clock based on
a result of comparing phases of the reference clock and a
feedback clock, and generating a first control code corre-
sponding to the delay value of the output clock, a voltage
generation block suitable for generating an internal voltage
with a voltage level corresponding to the first control code, a
clock generation block suitable for generating an internal
clock with a frequency corresponding to the first control code,
and a feedback delay block suitable for generating the feed-
back clock by delaying the output clock by a delay value
corresponding to a second control code.

In an embodiment, a semiconductor system may include a
controller suitable for generating an external voltage, an
external clock, and first to N” external control codes, wherein
the N is a natural number greater than 1, and first to N
semiconductor devices each suitable for generating an output
clock by delaying the external clock, controlling a delay value
of the output clock based on a result of comparing phases of
the external clock and a feedback clock, and generating an
internal voltage with a voltage level corresponding to the
delay value of the output clock and an internal clock with a
frequency corresponding to the delay value of the output
clock, wherein the feedback clock is generated by delaying
the output clock by a delay value determined by a correspond-
ing external control code among the first to N* external con-
trol codes.

Inan embodiment, a method for operating a semiconductor
device may include applying an external control code, delay-
ing an output clock, which is generated by delaying a refer-
ence clock, by a delay value corresponding to the external
control code, and generating a feedback clock, controlling a
delay value of the output clock by comparing phases of the
reference clock and the feedback clock, and generating an
internal control code corresponding to the delay value of the
output clock, and generating an internal voltage with a volt-
age level corresponding to the internal control code and an
internal clock with a frequency corresponding to the internal
control code.

In an embodiment, a semiconductor system may include a
controller suitable for generating an external clock and a
plurality of external control controls, a plurality of semicon-
ductor devices each suitable for generating an internal control
code, and controlling the internal control code by comparing
the external clock and a feedback clock, generating an output
clock by delaying the external clock by a first delay value
determined by the internal control code, and generating the
feedback clock by delaying the output clock by a second
delay value determined by a corresponding one of the plural-
ity of external control codes, wherein the plurality of semi-
conductor devices each generates an internal voltage with a
voltage level corresponding to the internal control code and
an internal clock with a frequency corresponding to the inter-
nal control code.

According to the embodiments, if an operation speed of a
semiconductor device is determined, factors (such as an
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operation voltage and an operation frequency) that exert
influences on the operation speed may be stably retained
through a feedback structure.

Also according to the embodiments, since an operation
speed of a semiconductor device is determined based on a
work load, the operation speed of the semiconductor device
may be optimized in such a way to secure high operation
speed and minimize power consumption.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a configuration diagram of a semiconductor
device in accordance with an embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a configuration diagram of a feedback delay block
shown in FIG. 1.

FIGS. 3A to 3D are diagrams explaining operations of the
semiconductor device shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a configuration diagram of a semiconductor sys-
tem in accordance with an embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a flow chart explaining a method for operating a
semiconductor device in accordance with an embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Various embodiments will be described below in more
detail with reference to the accompanying drawings. The
present invention may, however, be embodied in different
forms and should not be construed as limited to the embodi-
ments set forth herein. Rather, these embodiments are pro-
vided so that this disclosure will be thorough and complete,
and will fully convey the scope of the present invention to
those skilled in the art. Throughout the disclosure, like refer-
ence numerals refer to like parts throughout the various fig-
ures and embodiments of the present invention.

In the drawings, a thickness and length of components are
exaggerated for convenience of illustration. In the following
description, a detailed explanation of known related functions
and constitutions may be omitted to avoid unnecessarily
obscuring the subject manner of the present invention. Fur-
thermore, ‘connected/coupled’ represents that one compo-
nent is directly coupled to another component or indirectly
coupled through another component. In this specification, a
singular form may include a plural form, and vice versa, as
long as it is not specifically mentioned in a sentence. Further-
more, ‘include/comprise’ or ‘including/comprising’ used in
the specification represents that one or more components,
steps operations, and elements exist or are added.

FIG. 1 is a configuration diagram of a semiconductor
device in accordance with an embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 1, a semiconductor device may include a
code generation block 110, a voltage generation block 120, a
clock generation block 130, a feedback delay block 140, and
an internal circuit 150. The target operation speed of the
semiconductor device may be controlled by a second control
code CODE2 which is inputted from an exterior.

The semiconductor device will be described below with
reference to FIG. 1.

The code generation block 110 delays a reference clock
RCLK which is inputted from the exterior, and generates an
output clock OCLK. The delay value of the output clock
OCLK is controlled based on a result of comparing the phases
of the reference clock RCLK and a feedback clock FBCLK.
Also, the code generation block 110 generates a first control
code CODEI1 corresponding to the delay value of the output
clock OCLK. The code generation block 110 operates using
an external voltage VEXT which is inputted from the exterior
of the semiconductor device. The external voltage VEXT
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represents a voltage which is not influenced by a change in the
internal operation circumstances of the semiconductor
device. The internal operation circumstances of the semicon-
ductor device may mean, for example, PVT (process, voltage
and temperature) conditions in the semiconductor device.
Therefore, the operation of the code generation block 110 is
not influenced by a change in the operation circumstances in
the semiconductor device.

The first control code CODE1 may include multi-bit sig-
nals. The first control code CODE1 may have a binary value
corresponding to the delay value of the output clock OCLK.
For example, if the delay value of the output clock OCLK
increases, the binary value represented by the first control
code CODE1 may also increase, and, if the delay value of the
output clock OCLK decreases, the binary value represented
by the first control code CODE1 may also decrease. In con-
trast, the delay value of the output clock OCLK and the binary
value represented by the first control code CODE1 may be
inversely proportional to each other.

For such an operation, the code generation block 110 may
include a delay section 111, a phase comparing section 112,
and a code control section 113. The delay section 111 delays
the reference clock RCLK and generates the output clock
OCLK. The delay value of the delay section 111 is deter-
mined in response to the first control code CODE1. For
example, if the value of the first control code CODE1
increases, the delay value of the delay section 111 may also
increase, and, if the value of the first control code CODE1
decreases, the delay value of the delay section 111 may also
decrease. In contrast, the value of the first control code
CODE1 and the delay value of the delay section 111 may be
inversely proportional to each other.

The phase comparing section 112 compares the phases of
the reference clock RCLK and the feedback clock FBCLK,
and outputs a comparison result UP/DN. The code control
section 113 controls the value of the first control code CODE1
in response to the comparison result UP/DN of the phase
comparing section 112.

In the case where the phase of the feedback clock FBCLK
is earlier than the phase of the reference clock RCLK, the
phase comparing section 112 outputs the comparison result
UP/DN which causes the delay value of the delay section 111
to increase. The code control section 113 increases the value
of the first control code CODEL1 in response to such a com-
parison result UP/DN. Conversely, in the case where the
phase of the feedback clock FBCLK is later than the phase of
the reference clock RCLK, the phase comparing section 112
outputs the comparison result UP/DN which causes the delay
value of the delay section 111 to decrease. The code control
section 113 decreases the value of the first control code
CODE1 in response to such a comparison result UP/DN.

The voltage generation block 120 receives the first control
code CODE1, and generates an internal voltage VINT which
has a voltage level corresponding to the first control code
CODEL. The internal voltage VINT may have a voltage level
corresponding to the value of the first control code CODE1.
For example, the voltage generation block 120 may raise the
voltage level of the internal voltage VINT when the value of
the first control code CODE1 increases, and may lower the
voltage level of the internal voltage VINT when the value of
the first control code CODE1 decreases. On the contrary, the
value of the first control code CODE1 and the voltage level of
the internal voltage VINT may be inversely proportional to
each other.

For reference, the voltage generation block 120 may
increase the voltage level of the internal voltage VINT by a
unit value each time the first control code CODEL1 increases
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by a unit value or by X (X is a preset constant) times a unit
value. The voltage generation block 120 may include a digi-
tal-to-analog converter (DAC) which generates an analog
signal with a level corresponding to the value of a multi-bit
binary signal.

The clock generation block 130 receives the first control
code CODE1, and generates an internal clock ICLK which
has a frequency corresponding to the first control code
CODEL1. The internal clock ICLK may have a frequency (or a
cycle) corresponding to the value of the first control code
CODEL1. For example, the clock generation block 130 may
increase the frequency of the internal clock ICLK if the value
of'the first control code CODE1 increases, and may decrease
the frequency of the internal clock ICLK if the value of the
first control code CODE1 decreases. In contrast, the value of
the first control code CODE1 and the frequency of the internal
clock ICLK may be inversely proportional to each other.

For reference, the clock generation block 130 may increase
the frequency of the internal clock ICLK by a unit value each
time the first control code CODE1 increases by a unit value or
by Y (Y is a preset constant) times a unit value.

The clock generation block 130 may generate the internal
clock ICLK by dividing the reference clock RCLK, and may
control a division ratio for dividing the reference clock
RCLK, in response to the first control code CODE1. For
example, the clock generation block 130 may increase a divi-
sion ratio if the value of the first control code CODE1
increases, and may decrease a division ratio if the value of the
first control code CODE1 decreases. In contrast, the value of
the first control code CODE1 and a division ratio may be
inversely proportional to each other. For reference, the clock
generation block 130 may include a clock division circuit
which divides the reference clock RCLK with a division ratio
determined based on the value of the first control code
CODEL.

The feedback delay block 140 delays the output clock
OCLK by a delay value corresponding to the second control
code CODE2, and generates the feedback clock FBCLK. The
second control code CODE2 may be a code which is inputted
from the exterior of the semiconductor device, and may be a
code corresponding to the target operation speed of the semi-
conductor device. That is to say, the second control code
CODE2 may be a code for setting the operation speed of the
semiconductor device. The feedback delay block 140 may
increase the delay value ifthe value of the second control code
CODE2 increases, and may decrease the delay value if the
value of the second control code CODE2 decreases. In con-
trast, the value of the second control code CODE2 and the
delay value of the feedback delay block 140 may be inversely
proportional to each other.

For reference, the clock generation block 130 and the feed-
back delay block 140 may operate using the internal voltage
VINT. Therefore, if the voltage level of the internal voltage
VINT varies with a change in the operation circumstances in
the semiconductor device, the frequency of the internal clock
ICLK outputted from the clock generation block 130 and the
delay value of the feedback delay block 140 may vary. For
example, if the voltage level of the internal voltage VINT
rises, the frequency of the internal clock ICLK increases, and
the delay value of the feedback delay block 140 decreases.
Conversely, if the voltage level of the internal voltage VINT
falls, the frequency of the internal clock ICLK decreases, and
the delay value of the feedback delay block 140 increases.

The internal circuit 150 operates using the internal voltage
VINT and the internal clock ICLK. The internal circuit 150
may operate at a speed corresponding to the voltage level of
the internal voltage VINT and the frequency of the internal
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clock ICLK. The operation speed of the internal circuit 150
increases as the voltage level of the internal voltage VINT
rises and the frequency of the internal clock ICLK increases,
and decreases as the voltage level of the internal voltage
VINT falls and the frequency of the internal clock ICLK
decreases.

For reference, the internal circuit 150 may be a circuit
which has predetermined functions of performing an opera-
tion corresponding to a command EXT_CMD inputted from
the exterior of the semiconductor device and outputting a
result as an output RESULT. For example, the internal circuit
150 may be a memory circuit which stores data or outputs
stored data in response to the command EXT_CMD. More-
over, the internal circuit 150 may be an arithmetic circuit to
processor) which performs an arithmetic operation in
response to the command EXT_CMD or a digital signal pro-
cessing circuit or an analog signal processing circuit which
processes an inputted signal. The internal circuit 150 may be
one of various circuits or a combination of circuits, which
operate using the internal voltage VINT and the internal clock
ICLK.

FIG. 2 is a configuration diagram of the feedback delay
block 140 shown in FIG. 1.

As shown in FIG. 2, the feedback delay block 140 may
include a plurality of unit delay sections 210_0to 210_M and
a selecting section 220.

The feedback delay block 140 will be described below with
reference to FIG. 2.

The plurality of unit delay sections 210_0 to 210_M delay
input signals by a predetermined delay value and output out-
put signals OUT_0 to OUT_M. Each of the plurality of unit
delay sections 210_0 to 210_M may have a delay value cor-
responding to the voltage level of the internal voltage VINT.
Accordingly, if the voltage level of the internal voltage VINT
rises, the delay value of the unit delay sections 210_0 to
210_M may decrease, and, if the voltage level of the internal
voltage VINT falls the delay value of the unit delay sections
210_0 to 210_M may increase.

The plurality of unit delay sections 210_0 to 210_M may
be connected in series, and the first unit delay section 210_0
which is connected first among the plurality of unit delay
sections 210_0 to 210_M may receive the output clock
OCLK. Thus, the output signals OUT_0 to OUT_M of the
plurality of unit delay sections 210_0 to 210_M may be
clocks which are generated by delaying the output clock
OCLK by one to M-1 times the delay value (hereinafter,
referred to as a ‘unit delay value’) of each unit delay section.
For example, an output OUT_K may be a clock which is
generated by delaying the output clock OCLK by K-1 times
the unit delay value.

The selecting section 220 transfers an output signal
selected in response to the second control code CODE2
among the output signals OUT_0 to OUT_M of the plurality
of'unit delay sections 210_0 to 210_M, as the feedback clock
FBCLK. For example, the selecting section 220 may transfer
the output of a later-staged unit delay section as the feedback
clock FBCLK as the value of the second control code CODE2
increases, and may transfer the output of an earlier-staged
unit delay section as the feedback clock FBCLK as the value
of the second control code CODE2 decreases. Accordingly,
the delay value of the feedback delay block 140 may be
increased by increasing the value of the second control code
CODE2, and the delay value of the feedback delay block 140
may be decreased by decreasing the value of the second
control code CODE2.

There may be 2 cases in which the delay value of the
feedback delay block 140 is changed. The first case where the
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delay value is controlled by changing the value of the second
control code CODE2 as described above. The second case
where the unit delay value is changed with a change in the
voltage level of the internal voltage VINT. In the latter case,
the delay value decreases if the voltage level of the internal
voltage VINT rises, and the delay value increases if the volt-
age level of the internal voltage VINT falls.

FIGS. 3A to 3D are diagrams explaining operations of the
semiconductor device shown in FIG. 1.

In FIGS. 3A to 3D, descriptions will be made for opera-
tions of the semiconductor device which is designed in such a
manner that the delay value of the delay section 111 and the
value of'the first control code CODE1 are proportional to each
other, and the delay value of the feedback delay block 140 and
the value of the second control code CODE2 are proportional
to each other, and the value of the first control code CODE1
and the voltage level of the internal voltage VINT and the
frequency of the internal clock ICLK are inversely propor-
tional to each other.

FIGS. 3A and 3B are diagrams explaining processes in
which the operation speed of the semiconductor device is
changed by controlling the value of the second control code
CODE2.

FIG. 3A represents a process in which the operation speed
of the semiconductor device is increased by controlling the
second control code CODE2.

Ifthe value of the second control code CODE2 is increased
for a high speed operation mode, the delay value of the feed-
back delay block 140 increases in response to the second
control code CODE2. If the delay value of the feedback delay
block 140 increases, the phase of the feedback clock FBCLK
is delayed to be later than that of the reference clock RCLK.
Hence, based on the comparison result. UP/DN of the phase
comparing section 112, the value of the first control code
CODE1 decreases, and the delay value of the delay section
111 decreases. The first control code CODE1 decreases until
the phase of the reference clock RCLK and the phase of the
feedback clock FBCLK are the same.

If the value of the first control code CODE1 decreases, the
voltage generation block 120 raises the voltage level of the
internal voltage VINT, and the clock generation block 130
increases the frequency of the internal clock ICLK. Accord-
ingly, the operation speed of the semiconductor device
increases.

FIG. 3B represents a process in which the operation speed
of the semiconductor device is decreased by controlling the
second control code CODE2.

Ifthe value of the second control code CODE?2 is decreased
for a low speed operation mode, the delay value of the feed-
back delay block 140 decreases in response to the second
control code CODE2. If the delay value of the feedback delay
block 140 decreases, the phase of the feedback clock FBCLK
is advanced to be earlier than that of the reference clock
RCLK. Hence, based on the comparison result UP/DN of the
phase comparing section 112, the value of the first control
code CODEL1 increases, and the delay value of the delay
section 111 increases. The first control code CODE1
increases until the phase of the reference dock RCLK and the
phase of the feedback dock FBCLK are the same.

If the value of the first control code CODE1 increases, the
voltage generation block 120 lowers the voltage level of the
internal voltage VINT, and the clock generation block 130
decreases the frequency of the internal clock ICLK. Accord-
ingly, the operation speed of the semiconductor device
decreases.

FIGS. 3C and 3D are diagrams explaining processes in
which the operation speed of the semiconductor device is
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constantly retained regardless of a change in the internal
circumstances of the semiconductor device when the value of
the second control code CODE?2 is fixed. If the value of the
second control code CODE?2 is determined, the target opera-
tion speed of the semiconductor device is determined, and the
semiconductor device is to retain the operation speed corre-
sponding to the second control code CODE2. If the speed of
the semiconductor device varies due to a change in the opera-
tion circumstances in the semiconductor device, unnecessary
power consumption may occur (when the operation speed
increases) or performance may be degraded (when the opera-
tion speed decreases).

FIG. 3C represents a process in which the operation speed
of the semiconductor device remains constant when the volt-
age level of the internal voltage VINT of the semiconductor
decreases.

If the voltage level of the internal voltage VINT falls, the
delay value of the feedback delay block 140 increases. If the
delay value of the feedback delay block 140 increases, the
phase of the feedback dock FBCLK is delayed to be later than
the phase of the reference dock RCLK. Hence, based on the
comparison result UP/DN of the phase comparing section
112, the value of the first control code CODE1 decreases, and
the delay value of the delay section 111 decreases. The first
control code CODEI1 decreases until the phase of the refer-
ence clock RCLK and the phase of the feedback clock
FBCLK are the same.

If the value of the first control code CODE1 decreases, the
voltage generation block 120 raises the voltage level of the
internal voltage VINT, and the clock generation block 130
increases the frequency of the internal clock ICLK. Accord-
ingly, the semiconductor device recovers the target operation
speed.

FIG. 3D represents a process in which the operation speed
of the semiconductor device remains constant when the volt-
age level of the internal voltage VINT of the semiconductor
device rises.

If the voltage level of the internal voltage VINT rises, the
delay value of the feedback delay block 140 decreases. If the
delay value of the feedback delay block 140 decreases, the
phase of the feedback clock FBCLK is advanced to be earlier
than the phase of the reference clock RCLK. Hence, based on
the comparison result UP/DN of'the phase comparing section
112, the value of the first control code CODE1 increases, and
the delay value of the delay section 111 increases. The first
control code CODE1 increases until the phase of the refer-
ence clock RCLK and the phase of the feedback clock
FBCLK are the same.

If the value of the first control code CODE1 increases, the
voltage generation block 120 lowers the voltage level of the
internal voltage VINT, and the clock generation block 130
decreases the frequency of the internal clock ICLK. Accord-
ingly, the semiconductor device recovers the target operation
speed.

The semiconductor device according to the embodiment
controls the operation speed thereof by using the control code
CODE2 inputted from the exterior as the occasion demands.
Consequently, the operation speed of the semiconductor
device may be optimized, allowing high operation speed of
the semiconductor device to be secured and power consump-
tion to be minimized. Also, by causing a configuration (110)
for generating the control code CODE1 for controlling the
operation speed of the semiconductor device not to be influ-
enced by the operation circumstances in the semiconductor
device. Because the code generation block 110 uses the exter-
nal voltage VEXT, and doesn’t use the internal voltage VINT.
Therefore, once the target operation speed of the semicon-
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ductor device is determined, the target operation speed of the
semiconductor device may be stably retained regardless of a
change in the operation circumstances in the semiconductor
device.

FIG. 4 is a configuration diagram of a semiconductor sys-
tem in accordance with an embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 4, a semiconductor system may include
acontroller 410, and first to N semiconductor devices 420_1
to 420_N. The first to N” semiconductor devices 420_1 to
420_N may respectively include internal circuits 421_1 to
421_N.

The semiconductor system will be described below with
reference to FIG. 4.

Each of the first to N? semiconductor devices 420_1 to
420_N may be the same as the semiconductor device of FIG.
1. The first to N* semiconductor devices 420_1t0420 N may
respectively correspond to first to N* external control codes
ECODE_1 to ECODE_N. The target operation speeds of the
first to N7 semiconductor devices 420_1 to 420_N may be
determined by the first to N” external control codes
ECODE_1to ECODE_N, respectively. Each of the first to N
external control codes ECODE_1 to ECODE_N may be a
code corresponding to the second control code CODE2 of
FIG. 1.

The first to N” semiconductor devices 420_1 to 420 N
may control the voltage levels of internal voltages VINT_1 to
VINT_N and the frequencies of internal clocks ICLK_1 to
ICLK_N by internally generating internal control codes (not
shown). Each of the internal control codes internally gener-
ated by thefirst to N7 semiconductor devices 420_1t0420_N
may be a code corresponding to the first control code CODE1
of FIG. 1.

The internal circuits 421_1 to 421_N of the respective first
to N semiconductor devices 420_1 to 420_N operate using
the internal voltages VINT_1 to VINT_N and the internal
clocks ICLK _1 to ICLK_N corresponding to them. The inter-
nal circuits 421_1 to 421_N of the first to N* semiconductor
devices 420_1 to 420_N may operate at the speeds deter-
mined by the voltage levels of the corresponding internal
voltages VINT_1 to VINT_N and the frequencies of the cor-
responding internal clocks ICLK_1 to ICLK_N.

The controller 410 may generate an external voltage
VEXT, an external clock EXT_CLK and the first to N? exter-
nal control codes ECODE_1 to ECODE_N to be transmitted
to the first to N” semiconductor devices 420_1to 420_N. The
external voltage VEXT generated by the controller 410 may
correspond to the external voltage VEXT of FIG. 1, and the
external clock EXT_CLK generated by the controller 410
may correspond to the reference clock RCLK of FIG. 1 or
may be a source of the reference clock RCLK. The external
clock EXT_CLK as a source of the reference clock RCLK
means that the reference clock RCLK is the external clock
EXT_CLK or a clock which is generated by dividing the
external clock EXT_CLK with a predetermined division
ratio.

The controller 410 may control the operation speeds of the
first to N” semiconductor devices 420_1 to 420_N by using
the first to N? external control codes ECODE_1 to
ECODE_N. Referring to the descriptions of FIGS. 1 to 3, for
example, the value of an external control code corresponding
to a semiconductor device of which operation speed is to be
increased is increased, and the value of an external control
code corresponding to a semiconductor device of which
operation speed is to be decreased is decreased.

The operation speed of a semiconductor device may be
determined by the work load of the corresponding semicon-
ductor device. The work load indicates an allocation amount
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of works to be performed in a unit system (a semiconductor
chip, a semiconductor circuit, or the like) within a predeter-
mined time. In the semiconductor system of FIG. 4, a work
load may indicate an allocation amount of works for a semi-
conductor device among the first to N semiconductor
devices 420_1 to 420_N to perform within a predetermined
time. By referring to the work loads of the first to N semi-
conductor devices 420_1 to 420_N, the controller 410 may
change the value of a corresponding external control code for
high speed operation of a semiconductor device with a high
work load, and may change the value of a corresponding
external control code for reducing power consumption of a
semiconductor device with a low work load.

For example, a work load may be determined by counting
the number of commands applied to a semiconductor device
within a predetermined time. A command represents a com-
bination of at least one signal applied from a controller to
enable the semiconductor device to perform a specified
operation. A semiconductor device applied with a large num-
ber of commands within a predetermined time may have a
high work load, and a semiconductor device applied with a
small number of commands within the predetermined time
may have a low work load. In the case where the semicon-
ductor device is a semiconductor memory device, the com-
mands may be, for example, an active command, a write
command, a read command, a precharge command, a refresh
command, and so forth, which are applied by a memory
controller to the semiconductor memory device. In other
words, a semiconductor memory device applied with a large
number of commands within a predetermined time (that is
larger than a predetermined number) may be recognized as
having a high work load and may be applied with an external
control code for a high speed operation, and a semiconductor
memory device applied with a small number of commands
within the predetermined time (that is smaller than the pre-
determined number) may be recognized as having a low work
load and may be applied with an external control code for a
low speed operation.

In the semiconductor system in accordance with the
embodiment, an external control code for controlling the
operation speed of a semiconductor device is determined
based on a work load thereof. As a consequence the operation
speeds of semiconductor devices may be optimized in con-
formity with respective work loads thereof, whereby it is
possible to achieve optimum performance and minimize
power consumption. Moreover, if the target operation speeds
of'the semiconductor devices are determined, these operation
speeds may not be influenced by operation circumstances in
the semiconductor devices, whereby it is possible to stably
retain the operation speeds of the semiconductor devices
regardless of changes in the operation circumstances in the
semiconductor devices.

FIG. 5 is a flow chart explaining a method for operating a
semiconductor device in accordance with an embodiment.

The method for operating a semiconductor device will be
described below with reference to FIGS. 1 to 5.

In order to change the target operation speed of the semi-
conductor device, the external control code CODE2 is first
applied from the exterior of the semiconductor device (an
external code applying step S510). The external control code
CODE2 may have a value that is determined in consideration
of a work load of the semiconductor device.

The semiconductor device delays the output clock OCLK
by a delay value corresponding to the external control code
CODE2, and generates the feedback clock FBCLK (a feed-
back clock generating step S520). The output clock OCLK is
a clock which is generated by delaying the reference clock
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RCLK inputted from the exterior of the semiconductor
device. The feedback clock generating step S520 is per-
formed using the internal voltage VINT.

If the external control code CODE2 is applied in the exter-
nal code applying step S510 to increase the operation speed of
the semiconductor device, the delay value of the feedback
delay block 140 is increased (Al) and the phase of the feed-
back clock FBCLK becomes later than the phase of the ref-
erence clock RCLK (S521). Conversely, if the external con-
trol code CODE2 is applied to decrease the operation speed of
the semiconductor device, the delay value of the feedback
delay block 140 is decreased (B1), and the phase of the
feedback clock FBCLK becomes earlier than the phase of the
reference clock RCLK (S522).

Next, the delay value of the output clock OCLK is con-
trolled by comparing the phases of the reference clock RCLK
and the feedback clock FBCLK, and the internal control code
CODEI1 corresponding to the delay value of the output clock
OCLK is generated (an internal code generating step S530).
When the phase ofthe feedback clock FBCLK is later than the
phase of the reference clock RCLK, the delay value of the
delay section 111 and the value of the internal control code
CODE1 decrease (S531), and, when the phase of the feed-
back clock FBCLK is earlier than the phase of the reference
clock RCLK, the delay value of the delay section 111 and the
value of the internal control code CODE1 increase (S532).
The internal code generating step S530 is performed using the
external voltage VEXT.

Finally the internal voltage VINT, which has a voltage level
corresponding to the internal control code CODEL, and the
internal clock ICLK, which has a frequency corresponding to
the internal control code CODEL, are generated (a voltage/
clock generating step S540). If the value of the internal con-
trol code CODEL1 decreases, the voltage level of the internal
voltage VINT and the frequency of the internal clock ICLK
are increased (S541), and, if the value of the internal control
code CODEI1 increases, the voltage level of the internal volt-
age VINT and the frequency of the internal dock ICLK are
decreased (S542). If the phases of the reference dock RCLK
and the feedback clock FBCLK become the same, the value of
the internal control code CODE]1 is fixed, and the voltage
level of the internal voltage VINT and the frequency of the
internal clock ICLK are stabilized (S550).

If the voltage level of the internal voltage VINT fails in the
state in which the voltage level of the internal voltage VINT
and the frequency of the internal clock ICLK are stabilized
(S550) after the external control code CODE2 is fixed, the
delay value of the feedback clock FBCLK increases (A2), and
thus, the phase of the feedback clock FBCLK becomes later
than the phase of the reference clock RCLK (S521). There-
fore the voltage level of the internal voltage VINT and the
frequency of the internal clock ICLK are stabilized again
through the steps S531 and S541 (S550). Also, if the voltage
level of the Internal voltage VINT rises, the delay value of the
feedback clock FBCLK decreases (B2), and thus, the phase of
the feedback clock FBCLK becomes earlier than the phase of
the reference clock RCLK (S522). Therefore, the voltage
level of the internal voltage VINT and the frequency of the
internal clock ICLK are stabilized again through the steps
S532 and S542 (S550).

In the method for operating a semiconductor device in
accordance with the embodiment, the operation speed of a
semiconductor device may be controlled depending on work
load to achieve optimal performance and minimize power
consumption. Also, if target operation speed of the semicon-
ductor device is determined, the operation speed of the semi-
conductor device may be stably retained.
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Although various embodiments have been described for
illustrative purposes, it will be apparent to those skilled in the
art that various changes and modifications may be made
without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as
defined in the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A semiconductor device comprising:

a code generation block suitable for generating an output
clock by delaying a reference clock which is inputted
from an exterior, controlling a delay value of the output
clock based on a result of comparing phases of the ref-
erence clock and a feedback clock, and generating a first
control code corresponding to the delay value of the
output clock;

avoltage generation block suitable for generating an inter-
nal voltage with a voltage level corresponding to the first
control code;

a clock generation block suitable for generating an internal
clock with a frequency corresponding to the first control
code; and

a feedback delay block suitable for generating the feedback
clock by delaying the output clock by a delay value
corresponding to a second control code.

2. The semiconductor device according to claim 1, wherein
the code generation block operates using an external voltage
which is inputted from the exterior, and the clock generation
block and the feedback delay block operate using the internal
voltage.

3. The semiconductor device according to claim 1, wherein
the code generation block comprises:

a delay section suitable for delaying the reference dock by
adelay value corresponding to the first control code, and
generating the output clock;

a phase comparing section suitable for comparing the
phases of the reference clock and the feedback clock;
and

a code control section suitable for controlling the first
control code based on a comparison result of the phase
comparing section.

4. The semiconductor device according to claim 1, wherein
the clock generation block generates the internal clock by
dividing the reference clock, and controls a division ratio with
which the reference clock is divided, in response to the first
control code.

5. The semiconductor device according to claim 1, wherein
the second control code is from the exterior, and corresponds
to a target operation speed of the semiconductor device.

6. The semiconductor device according to claim 1,

wherein the feedback delay block comprises:

a plurality of unit delay sections having a delay value
corresponding to the voltage level of the internal volt-
age, and connected in series; and

a selecting section suitable for transferring an output
selected in response to the second control code among
outputs of the plurality of unit delay sections, as the
feedback clock, and

wherein a first unit delay section connected first among the
plurality of unit delay sections receives the output clock.

7. The semiconductor device according to claim 5,

wherein, when the target operation speed of the semicon-
ductor device is increased by changing the second con-
trol code, the delay value of the feedback delay block
increases in response to the second control code, and the
delay value of the output clock in the code generation
block decreases, and the first control code is changed to
correspond to a decrease in the delay value of the output
clock, and the voltage level of the internal voltage rises
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and the frequency of the internal clock increases in
response to the first control code, and

wherein, when the target operation speed of the semicon-
ductor device is decreased by changing the second con-
trol code, the delay value of the feedback delay block
decreases in response to the second control code, and the
delay value of the output clock in the code generation
block increases, and the first control code is changed to
correspond to an increase in the delay value of the output
clock, and the voltage level of the internal voltage falls
and the frequency of the internal clock decreases in
response to the first control code.

8. The semiconductor device according to claim 1,

wherein, if the voltage level of the internal voltage falls
with the second control code fixed, the delay value ofthe
feedback delay block increases, and the delay value of
the output clock decreases, and

wherein, if the voltage level of the internal voltage rises
with the second control code fixed, the delay value ofthe
feedback delay block decreases, and the delay value of
the output clock increases.

9. The semiconductor device according to claim 1, further

comprising:

an internal circuit suitable for operating using the internal
voltage and the internal clock, at a speed corresponding
to the voltage level of the internal voltage and the fre-
quency of the internal clock.

10. A semiconductor system comprising:

a controller suitable for generating an external voltage, an
external clock, and first to N? external control codes,
wherein the N is a natural number greater than 1; and

first to N semiconductor devices each suitable for gener-
ating an output clock by delaying the external clock,
controlling a delay value of the output clock based on a
result of comparing phases of the external clock and a
feedback clock, and generating an internal voltage with
a voltage level corresponding to the delay value of the
output dock and an internal clock with a frequency cor-
responding to the delay value of the output clock,
wherein the feedback clock is generated by delaying the
output clock by a delay value determined by a corre-
sponding external control code among the first to N**
external control codes.

11. The semiconductor system according to claim 10,
wherein each of the first to N semiconductor devices com-
prises:

a code generation block suitable for generating the output
clock by delaying the external clock, controlling the
delay value of the output clock based on the result of
comparing the phases of the external clock and the feed-
back clock, and generating an internal control code cor-
responding to the delay value of the output clock;

avoltage generation block suitable for generating the inter-
nal voltage with the voltage level corresponding to the
internal control code;

a clock generation block suitable for generating the inter-
nal clock with the frequency corresponding to the inter-
nal control code; and

afeedback delay block suitable for generating the feedback
clock by delaying the output clock by the delay value
corresponding to the corresponding external control
code.

12. The semiconductor system according to claim 11,
wherein the code generation block operates using the external
voltage, and the dock generation block and the feedback
delay block operate using the internal voltage.
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13. The semiconductor system according to claim 11,
wherein the clock generation block generates the internal
clock by dividing the external clock, and controls a division
ratio with which the external clock is divided, in response to
the internal control code.
14. The semiconductor system according to claim 11,
wherein the first to N external control codes correspond to
respective target operation speeds of the first to N semicon-
ductor devices.
15. The semiconductor system according to claim 14,
wherein, in each of the first to N semiconductor devices,
when the target operation speed of the semiconductor
device is increased by changing the corresponding exter-
nal control code, the delay value of the feedback delay
block increases in response to the corresponding exter-
nal control code and the delay value of the output clock
in the code generation block decreases, and the internal
control code is changed to correspond to a decrease in
the delay value of the output clock, and the voltage level
of the internal voltage rises and the frequency of the
internal clock increases in response to the internal con-
trol code, and
wherein, in each of the first to N semiconductor devices,
when the target operation speed of the semiconductor
device is decreased by changing the corresponding
external control code, the delay value of the feedback
delay block decreases in response to the corresponding
external control code, and the delay value of the output
clock in the code generation block increases, and the
internal control code is changed to correspond to an
increase in the delay value of the output clock, and the
voltage level of the internal voltage falls and the fre-
quency of the internal clock decreases in response to the
internal control code.
16. The semiconductor system according to claim 11,
wherein, in each of the first to N semiconductor devices,
if the voltage level of the internal voltage falls with the
corresponding external control code fixed, the delay
value of the feedback delay block increases, and the
delay value of the output clock decreases, and

wherein, in each of the first to N semiconductor devices,
if the voltage level of the internal voltage rises with the
corresponding external control code fixed, the delay
value of the feedback delay block decreases, and the
delay value of the output clock increases.

17. The semiconductor system according to claim 10,
wherein the controller transmits an external control code for
increasing a target operation speed to a semiconductor device
with a high work load among the first to N* semiconductor
devices, and transmits an external control code for decreasing
a target operation speed to a semiconductor device with a low
work load among the first to N* semiconductor devices.

18. The semiconductor system according to claim 10,
wherein each of the first to N* semiconductor devices further
comprises:

an internal circuit suitable for operating using the internal

voltage and the internal clock, at a speed corresponding
to the voltage level of the internal voltage and the fre-
quency of the internal clock.

19. A method for operating a semiconductor device, com-
prising:

applying an external control code;

delaying an output clock, which is generated by delaying a

reference clock, by a delay value corresponding to the
external control code, and generating a feedback clock;
controlling a delay value of the output clock by comparing
phases of the reference clock and the feedback clock,
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and generating an internal control code corresponding to
the delay value of the output clock; and

generating an internal voltage with a voltage level corre-

sponding to the internal control code and an internal
clock with a frequency corresponding to the internal
control code.

20. The method according to claim 19,

wherein, if a delay value of the feedback clock increases by

changing the external control code, the voltage level of
the internal voltage rises and the frequency of the inter-
nal clock increases, and

wherein, if the delay value of the feedback clock decreases

by changing the external control code, the voltage level
of the internal voltage falls and the frequency of the
internal clock decreases.

21. The method according to claim 19, wherein the gener-
ating of the feedback clock is performed using the internal
voltage, and the generating of the internal control code is
performed using an external voltage.

22. The method according to claim 19,

wherein, if the voltage level of the internal voltage falls

with the external control code fixed, the delay value of
the feedback delay block increases, and

wherein, if the voltage level of the internal voltage rises

with the external control code fixed, the delay value of
the feedback delay block decreases.
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23. The method according to claim 19, wherein a value of
the external control code is determined in response to a work
load of the semiconductor device.

24. A semiconductor system comprising:

a controller suitable for generating an external clock and a

plurality of external control codes; and

aplurality of semiconductor devices each suitable for gen-

erating an internal control code, and controlling the
internal control code by comparing the external clock
and a feedback clock, generating an output clock by
delaying the external clock by a first delay value deter-
mined by the internal control code, and generating the
feedback clock by delaying the output clock by a second
delay value determined by a corresponding one of the
plurality of external control codes,

wherein the plurality of semiconductor devices each gen-

erates an internal voltage with a voltage level corre-
sponding to the internal control code and an internal
clock with a frequency corresponding to the internal
control code.

25. The method according to claim 24, wherein each of the
plurality of semiconductor devices generates the feedback
clock and the internal clock using the internal voltage.

#* #* #* #* #*



